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ACTION ITEMS

After seeing the film, you may wonder, “What can I do?”  Here are some ideas to take action!

· DISCUSS   Use the energy generated by screening THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW to discuss guns, violence, suicide and what can be done.  See our discussion guide and fact sheet for leading an after-screening Action Discussion.   

If you have a smaller screening, you can go around the room and brainstorm action ideas in your local area.  If you have a larger screening, you can be sure to ask the audience “what do you think can be done?”  It’s great to choose one action that you can all do, as a group or as individuals, to use the post-screening energy productively. 

Also, you can keep the discussion going by telling others in your homes, workplaces and community about what you’ve seen.

· JOIN   There are many existing groups In the United States that are working to prevent gun violence and for suicide prevention.  Some of them are listed on our website under “Get Involved.”  www.thereought2bealaw/involved.html.  In New England, you can join one of the groups that make up the New England Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence (NECPGV) http://www.necpgv.org/.  The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence http://www.bradycampaign.org/  is the leading national organization. You may know of others in your area.  Check them out and see what campaigns are going on that you can help with.  

· HOST   You’ve just seen the film – you can picture what a successful screening and discussion is like – so now host another screening or house party!  Perhaps you can go back to your neighborhood and reach out to friends and neighbors who wouldn’t normally see this film.  This isn’t a partisan issue, so you can help get the film seen by more people, regardless of political affiliation.  On our website is everything you need to put on a successful screening of your own.   www.thereought2bealaw.com .  You can also buy copies of the film and send them to people as gifts!  Talk to us about a discount on large orders.

· CONTACT your state and federal legislators and tell them how you feel.  Find out about state or national legislation that’s pending and -- like Cathy -- attend hearings and write or e-mail them your concerns. New England Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence (NECPGV) http://www.necpgv.org/  carries information for the New England area and The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence http://www.bradycampaign.org/ has up to date news and plenty of information on pending federal legislation.  To find both state and federal legislators’ addresses and voting records, visit http://www.votesmart.org/.  Get your voice heard!

· WRITE your newspaper’s opinion page to spread the word about the need to work to prevent suicide and reduce gun violence in our communities.  Look for “op-ed” or “Letters to the Editor” contact information in your local paper.  

