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LOCAL FACT SHEET

Make up a fact sheet to pass out to your audience – perhaps on your stationary with your logo if applicable.
GUN LAWS IN OUR STATE

(information can be found at http://www.stategunlaws.org/)
STATISTICS

It’s great to use a few statistics to show the scope of the problem.  It’s best to choose statistics that really focus on the area you want your audience to take action on.  

Some places to find statistics that can help your discussion:

Websites:  Centers for Disease Control:  search for “firearms”
under the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)

http://www.cdc.gov/search.do?q=firearms&btnG.x=0&btnG.y=0&sort=date%3AD%3AS%3Ad1&subset=mmwr&ud=1&oe=utf8&ie=utf8&site=mmwr
New England Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence – Resources page:

http://www.necpgv.org/National_Resource_Center.html
Book:  Hemenway D. Private Guns Public Health. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 2004.
WHAT WE’RE DOING

Tell your audience about your local campaign.  Be sure to include information on when your next event will be held or specifically what actions people can get involved in – (see action page).

Or

If you’re working with the Brady Campaign/Million Mom March, include your organizing information here.
CONNECTING PUBLIC HEALTH & GUN VIOLENCE


Can we create a better dialogue between gun advocacy and gun violence prevention groups?  

The key to change may be reframing the issue as a “health” issue instead of a “rights” issue.  The following quote is a suggested inclusion on your fact sheet.  The audience can be left with the hopeful models of car & tobacco safety campaigns that took a long time, but in the end were successful.
Dr. David Hemenway, who is interviewed in the film, worked for Ralph Nader in the late 1960s when the consumer advocate was raising questions about auto safety.  He says he’s not "anti-gun," just as he is not "anti-car" because he favors laws requiring airbags and seat belts.

"We have not outlawed cars," Hemenway said. "We just outlawed cars that are manufactured without seat belts."

A similar approach can be applied to guns, he said. "I don’t think outlawing guns makes sense," he said. "Some people like to hunt with guns. They target shoot. That’s fine. Public health says there are lots of things that can be done to lessen the problem of gun violence without banning guns."

The place to start, said Hemenway, is with the establishment of a federal agency to regulate the manufacturing and distribution of firearms, similar to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. That agency is responsible for improving the safety of highway motorists and has mandated measures such as collapsible steering columns in cars to protect drivers in crashes.

Such an agency, Hemenway asserted, could require measures such as firearms with childproof safeties and tamper-resistant serial numbers. The agency could also promote new technology, such as "smart" or personalized guns that cannot be fired except by authorized users to reduce unintentional injuries of children and limit the criminal use of stolen guns, he wrote.

Licensing of gun owners and registration of handguns could also be required on a national level, and loopholes that allow firearms to be sold at gun shows and through private sales without background checks should be closed, he added.

"In public health, often things do not happen as fast as you would like," said Hemenway, "but there are steps that can be taken now to reduce gun violence. Look at the tobacco situation. We’ve had a sea change in the United States for the good. In time, I think we can witness a similar change in the way we safeguard our children and our society against gun-related injuries and death."

CONTACT INFORMATION

Be sure to leave your audience with information on how to contact you or your organization.
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