Student Resource # 1

The Constitution
The Bill of Rights was added to the United States Constitution because individual rights were lacking. These first 10 amendments to the Constitution protect the individual citizens of our country. Here are the first two amendments:

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Second Amendment

A well- regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

In your group, examine carefully the Second Amendment. Notice that it states that the people have a right to bear arms. There are those who believe that all citizens have the right to own guns and others who believe that this means people can carry guns only when they belong to a Militia. 

Define the following words:
Nouns: Militia, free State
Verbs: to bear arms, to enact, to impose, to infringe 

What do you think the Second Amendment means?

Does it limit the rights of all citizens to carry guns?

 Does it protect the rights of all citizens to carry guns?

Directions for students with the program NOTESHARE

In your groups of 4, everyone open Noteshare and create and save a notebook. Choose one person to create a collaborative Notebook to share with the group and each person selects a different color pen.

Once the shared Notebook is opened, label a Section Discussion on the Bill of Rights (first 10 amendments) and the new page can be labeled Day 1.

Choose a reader or decide if you each want to read silently the three sections and define vocabulary and answer the questions in the shared Notebook. Each color will clearly show your individual thoughts or contributions. Make sure to spell check before sending the collaborative Notebook to the teacher.

Students NOT using Noteshare

In groups of 4 choose person to be the note taker to type the answers on the laptop. 

Choose a reader or decide if you each want to read silently the three sections. After reading the amendments, define vocabulary and answer the three questions. Discuss the material as a group and make sure to add your name to the comments you contribute to the conversation.
